
CLARKE William A. J. 

 

 Private  Essex Regiment  5th Battalion. "A" Company 

Age: 22 Killed in action: 14/08/1915  

Service No: 1453  

Additional information: Son of William and Matilda 

Clarke, of 39, Cramphorn Rd., Chelmsford, Essex.  He 

was born in Tollesbury. He resided at Chelmsford where 

he enlisted. He had formerly lived in West Street 

Tollesbury. The 1/5th Battalion was  in August 1914 at 

Chelmsford. as part of the Essex Brigade, East Anglian 

Division.  In May 1915 the formation became assigned 

to the 161st Brigade, 54th Division. The division  was a 

formation created by the establishment of the Territorial 

Force in 1908. In July 1915 they embarked at Liverpool, 

for Mudros. On the 10 August 1915 they  landed at 

Suvla Bay, Gallipoli. He was killed in action 4 days 

later. 

The sergeant of his company wrote to his parents saying 

" Private Clarke was a good signaller, of a very willing 

and bright disposition and much liked in his 

section...Your son's death was due to his strong sense of 

duty. During the advance he lost touch with his section 

and although advised by me to wait until dusk, he felt it 

his duty to get to his section as soon as possible. He had 

no sooner got on his feet to proceed than he was shot in 

the head and died instantly. I hope it will console you 

that your son was not a shirker, but died doing his duty 

as a soldier and a man." 

  



 

 

His Memorial Card 

 

1914-1915 Star; 1914- 1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal 



 

Casualty Type: Commonwealth 

War Dead Grave/Memorial 

Reference: Panel 144 to 150 or 229 

to 233. Memorial: HELLES 

MEMORIAL 

The eight month campaign in 

Gallipoli was fought by 

Commonwealth and French forces 

in an attempt to force Turkey out of 

the war, to relieve the deadlock of 

the Western Front in France and 

Belgium, and to open a supply route 

to Russia through the Dardanelles 

and the Black Sea. The Allies 

landed on the peninsula on 25-26 

April 1915; the 29th Division at 

Cape Helles in the south and the Australian and New Zealand Corps north of Gaba Tepe on the west coast, an 

area soon known as Anzac. On 6 August, further landings were made at Suvla, just north of Anzac, and the 

climax of the campaign came in early August when simultaneous assaults were launched on all three fronts. 

However, the difficult terrain and stiff Turkish resistance soon led to the stalemate of trench warfare. From the 

end of August, no further serious action was fought and the lines remained unchanged. The peninsula was 

successfully evacuated in December and early January 1916. The Helles Memorial serves the dual function of 

Commonwealth battle memorial for the whole Gallipoli campaign and place of commemoration for many of 

those Commonwealth servicemen who died there and have no known grave. The United Kingdom and Indian 

forces named on the memorial died in operations throughout the peninsula, the Australians at Helles. There are 

also panels for those who died or were buried at sea in Gallipoli waters. The memorial bears more than 21,000 

names. There are four other Memorials to the Missing at Gallipoli. The Lone Pine, Hill 60, and Chunuk Bair 

Memorials commemorate Australian and New Zealanders at Anzac. The Twelve Tree Copse Memorial 

commemorates the New Zealanders at Helles. Naval casualties of the United Kingdom lost or buried at sea are 

recorded on their respective Memorials at Portsmouth, Plymouth and Chatham, in the United Kingdom. No. of 

Identified Casualties: 20835 

Last updated                                                    His name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint Mary's Tollesbury 

 

Saint Mary's Tollesbury 


